“This is the Beginning of Change”

UNAC/UHGP &
DIALYSIS CAREGIVERS
MOVE RATIOS BILL
TO THE NEXT STEP

Dialysis RNs and PCTs from Fresenius and
Davita traveled to Sacramento twice in the
last two weeks with UNAC/UHCP to lobby
and testify for the Dialysis Patient Safety
Act (SB 349), which sets ratios for RNs, techs
and social workers in chronic dialysis clinics,
as well as transition times and annual facility
inspections.

The California State Senate’s Health
Committee voted 7-2 in favor of the bill on
March 30, which moves it to the next step.

This is a huge victory for dialysis workers
and our patients!

Next Step: Senate Judiciary Committee hearing, date TBA.

“UNAC really opened doors for us in
Sacramento. It’s nice to know they have our
backs.

“We met with Senators and their staff and
testified in the Health Committee hearing.
Some have family members in dialysis. There’s
a lot of support for what we do, and they
understand the need to have patient safety
and safe working conditions.

“Thank you UNAC for sending me to
Sacramento! Now | know how importantitis
that we engage our legislators.”

—Russell Croteau, RN

Above: Dialysis caregivers with banner in front of the State Capitol on
March 21. Left to right: Russell Croteau, RN; Mirian Carillo-Rodriguez,
RN; Jay Lozado, PCT; Mark Montojo, PCT; Shannon Sanford, RN; Enrico
Maniago, PCT (banner artist). Below, top to bottom: Caregivers meet at
Capitol with bill author Senator Ricardo Lara; and with Senator Henry
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Left: Enrico Maniago, PCT; Shannon Sanford, RN; and Mirian Carillo-Rodriguez, RN in the CA Senate chambers Mrch 21.
Middle: Denise Duncan, RN, UNAC/UHCP President, travels to Sacramento to lobby Senators for our bill on March 28.
Right: Russell Croteau, RN; Ronnie Batino, RN; Tony Hill, PCT and Enrico Maniago, PCT, celebrate the vote on March 29.
Batino testified at the hearing. The others all got up to voice their support.

DIALYSIS CAREGIVERS, UNAG/UHCP & NUHHCE:
TOGETHER WE CAN TRANSFORM THE INDUSTRY

“For our patients, dialysis is not just a treatment. It’s their
life. Many are parents of young children. Or they have
spouses at home. They have such courage. We treat them

like family. This bill is about saving their lives by ensuring
they get safe, good-quality care.”

—Ronnie Batino, RN
Testified before Health Committee hearing 3/29

“It’s not lost on me that the vast majority of the
opposition [to SB 349] was from administrators, i.e.,
management. That the folks in support of the bill were
the folks who do the job every day...\We need as a society
to decide what’s important. And is it profits? Or is it
making sure that these very vulnerable people in our
society are taken care of?”

—Connie Leyva, State Senator
Comments before voting Yes on SB 349

“This is the beginning of change.”
—Tony Hill, PCT, after Health Committee vote

POWER to WIN for ALL

UNAC/UHCP has unique credibility as
a nurses’ union in Sacramento, with a
long track record of big wins.

Safe RN Ratios in Hospitals

UNAC/UHCP was a leader in winning
California’s landmark safe nurse-to-
patient ratio law in 1999. In their
Southern California Kaiser RN contract
they’ve won ratios exceeding state law.

Saved the 12 Hour Shift

A 2015 court decision threatened to
end the right to a 12 hour shift for all
California RNs. UNAC/UHCP passed a
bill to preserve it.

Safer Health Care Workplaces

Cal/OSHA's new regulations to reduce
violence against health care workers go
into effect April 1,2017. UNAC/UHCP
was a leader in winning these new
safety standards.

Call UNAC/UHCP at 909-451-0777 to get involved in winning dialysis patient safety

unacuhcp.org | facebook.com/unacuhcp | twitter.com/unacuhcp | instagram/unacuhcp




